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Gentlemen:

As promised you, the following is a recap of the events which led to the expedited
arbifration award of June 26, 2007, so that each Local would have in its archives some sense of
how we were able to position ourselves in order to obtain the most recent expedited arbitration

award.

As you know, in September 2006, both Locals requested the CTA open negotiations for
the purpose of negotiating a new collective bargaining agreement. Throughout the next several
months, we met with CTA representatives in an attempt to reach a prompt resolution of our
contract negotiations. As vou are both aware, the history at the CTA has been that talks drag on
for years before they break down and then the parties move to arbitration. In an effort to break
that cycle, we attempted to convince the CTA that "business as usual” was not going to happen
again. Despite our best efforts, the embedded administration at the CTA did nothing but provide
lip service to their supposed promise of trying to work with the Unions in expediting a contract
agreement. In January 2007, it became apparent that the CTA had no intentions of having our
contract dispute expeditiously resolved. In this same time frame, we provided to the CTA a list
of proposals which needed to be addressed. After several months of discussion, we became
convinced that the CTA was not going to voluntarily agree to anything, and therefore we
demanded arbitration. Shortly after demanding arbitration, we selected Arbitrator Harvey
Nathan to hear the contract dispute. However, the earliest possible dates that Arbitrator Nathan

offered were in October 2007,







Darrell Jefferson, President
Rick Harris, President
Page 3

Obviously, if we would have had more time before the Arbitrator, we may have been able
to persuade him to provide some additional benefits and changes. However, as everyone was
keenly aware, we were under a very tight timeframe created by the llinois Legislature, which
insisted that if there was going to be any consideration for transit funding, we had to have an
award or an agreement by the end of June. When the CTA refused to agree to the terms which
we thought fair and reasonable, we asked for and received immediate interest arbitration and the
award of Edward Benn. Enclosed is a signed copy of that Award.

If you need anything further to document what has transpired, please do not hesitate to
call and I will be more than happy to provide the same. Best of luck to all of you.

Very truly yours,

Joseph J. Pass

JIPdmec
Enclos.

cc: Anita Tanay, Esquire (via fax 1-312-580-7175)




